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Illustrated Chess for Children was originally published in 1970. Now renamed, updated, newly

illustrated, and presented with a custom-designed chess board and full set of chess pieces, the kids'

book of chess and chess set introduces kids to the game that's inspired passion and challenge for

over 900 years. Fantasy art captures the energy and excitement of chess's origins-the medieval

battlefield-while a direct, lively text explains the game and its pieces in light of history. Readers are

led through the fundamentals of beginning, middle, and end game, and shown winning strategies for

offense and defense. Selection of the Book-of-the-Month and Trumpet Book clubs. Suitable for ages

8-12. 792,000 copies in print. Illustrations by Kimberly Bulcken Root.
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This magnificent and visually stimulating chess set contains a 96-page beautifully illustrated book,

chess pieces and a custom chess board.The book begins with a fascinating, detailed description of

the history of the game and how it derived from medieval times. It is incredibly detailed and

exquisitely written. Although I am not particularly a fan of medieval or military history, I found this

section to be most engaging, and it certainly helped deepen my love and appreciation for the game.

A basic example -- We learn that in medieval times the pawns were the serfs, the poor laborers, the

foot soldiers and as in any society there were usually more of them than anyone else. If we were to

imagine them in real life they would be traveling on foot and "carrying a long spear called a pike. On

the battlefield he was known as a pikeman. Pikemen also carried shields, which they held directly in



front of them for protection. This meant that they had to point their pikes to either side of the shield.

Similarly, because of his shield, a Chess pawn is unable to strike directly in front of him. He can

attack only on the diagonal." When presented with details in this manner you come away with a

better understanding of why certain rules exist in the game.The second chapter is an introduction to

the chessboard itself. The only thing missing here (and it is a very important omission) is a

discussion of rank and file. Subsequent chapters over each piece in depth; its significance in

relation to the other pieces on the board and how it moves. Towards the end are chapters

explaining how to play the game, (accompanied by interesting military history tidbits highlighted in

boxes throughout), and basic play strategies (and I mean BASIC in every sense of he word.
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